
APPENDIX H 

BIOGRA.PIIIC 'KE'l'CII OF BRIGADIER GE.:\ER.d..L IRYI~G II_\LE 

frying Hal e 'ms born at :North Bloomfield, Xew York, Augu.t :!, . l e 61. 
In 1 65 hi: parents took him to Colorado. 'fhey cro. ed th e plain: in a prairie 
schooner. being forty day: enroute from 't . Jo eph, :Jio. to Dem·er. From 
1 65 to 1 ' 73 he lind in Central City. Colorado, receiYing hi . early schooling 
under bi . father Dr. Horace ~I. Hale. who:e life wa: deYoted to educational 
Yrnrk, and who was 'uperintendent of Public Instruction for Coloraclo from 
1 73 to 1 ' 77 and President of the 'tate l 'ninr ·ity from 1 7 to l ' 91. 

In 1 7:3 th e famil~· moYed to Dennr wh ere they liYed for five ~·ea rs. 'W hile 
attending High 8chol be "·a · employed a · a 11e'' ·paper carrier by both room
ing and enning papero;. .A .. the papers had to be folded by hand and as he 
had a "pony route" this "-ork requfred all of hi . spare time and he wa obliged 
to prepare all of his le:sons during . chool hour . In 1 77 lrYing O'raduated 
from Ea:t Dennr High 'chool at the head of the fiT ·t clas which left that 
in titution. 

Th e summer of 1 ' 7 be, with a :t:hool mate, .d. Phimi ·ter Proctor the 
. culptor. tramped onr the ~Iiddl e Park r egion coYering n ear]~- 1.000 miles and 
encountering numerous hard:hip: and clangerou: experiences. The followin<r 
year be conceiYed the idea that it would be profitable experience to run an 
expre ·:line through the almo t impassabl e countr~· bet"·een Central City and 
Grand Lake. 

On th ese trips he took bi . book: and ·tudied as he dron alonµ- the road 
in preparation for the competitiYe examination for appointment to \Yest Point. 
On the last trip out of 1he park. on his way to take the examination the heayy 
timber on the B erthoud Pas Road was found to be on fire for miles and be 
w·as obligell to take the abandoned and almo. ·t impassable Boulder Pa:: Road 
\Yhich was in such condition that at seYeral place-:; it "·as necessary to r emo,·e 
enrythinl! from the wagon and carry the load up the hill by hand. Ile snc
ceeded howeYer in r eaching the appointed plaee in time for the examination, 
pa . ed the highest an l receind the appointment to \'\e:t Point. 

Entering the academy in .June 1 0. he was graduated at the bead of hi. 
cla sin 1 , -±with a total of 2070..t points out of a po . ible 2075. This is the 
highe:t record that has been made in the entire hi:story of the l rnited 'tates 
)Iilitary .Academy. 

Ile was ·omrnis.·i oned Second Lieutenant. Corps of Engin eers. and for three 
years took a po>'t graduate cour,·e in torpedoe-. and in ciYil and military engi
neering at the , 'chool of .dpplication. \\~illet: Point. al:o serYing during thi 
time a Quartermaster and Instructor in Electrical Engine ring. H e repre
:ented the Battalion of Engineer: at the army rifl e competition at Fort Xiagara 
1 , . "·inning the fir!-,t diYi. ion gold medal for th e best four day: competition 
and the first diYision :kirmi. h medal. 'fhe latter part of that yea r h e " ·a. 
transferred to \Yest Point a an In:tructor in Engin eering. 

A t the age of twenty-. eYen he obtainecl a six months leaye of absence and 
returned to Dem ·er to . uperYi ·e and outlin e the installation of the first suc
cessful electric . treet railroad in this cit>·· the railroad making it. fir . t run on 
( 'hri:tmas day 1 ' 9. 
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Ilis re ignation from the Army followed thi accomplishment and be be
came as ociated with the Edi on. aftenYard the General Electric Compan)-. 
Ile deYoted his pare time to wTiting article on scientific subjects and deliYer
ing lecture. at Yale, Cornell and the lniYer ity of 'olorado. 

General Hale renewed hi . interest in the enice by becoming Lieutenant 
Colonel of the Colorado Xational Guard in 1 91. In a short time he wa pro
moted to Colonel and in December "a appointed Brigadier General. Com
manding the 1 t Brigade of the Colorado Xational Guard. Regimental. chool 
'nre e. tablished. Drill regulation .. and guard and outpo t duty 'nre all 
earried out under the plan. of the \\Test Point system. 

Out of thi. trained group of men. shortly aft r the outbreak of the Spani . h 
.. American \\Tar the First 'olorado Infantry lT. '. Y. wa: formed and Ilale wa · 
appointed Colonel by GoYernor Aha Ada~ns. Ili, men follo1'ed him through 
'amp Adams. Dem·er. thence to Camp l.1erritt , 'an Francisco. before going 

to the Philippine . 'l'hi outfit wa · the onl~' group of Yolunteers that went 
into camp fully equipped for field serYice. 'l'his 'rn credited to the accompli ·h
ment of Colonel H ale a. a leader. a disciplinary officer and one who alway. 
gained the confidence and respect of hi men. 

One of the ontstandin!! record he made in the Island. w·a in the offensiYe 
against l.Ianila on .. Augu t' 13. 1 ~9 . when he won a promotion to the rank of 
Brigadier General of Yolunteers in command of the econd Brigade of the 'ec
ond DiYision of the Eighth Army Corp . 

A lasting memorial that will. tand for all time. to the memory of General 
Hale as an executin, soldier and officer is contained in the follow·ing recom
mendation for promotion. (From report of General Greene ) . 

"For gallant an 'l c1istingud1ed sen·ice. in con. tructing the trenche:, per
. onally reconnoitering the ground in front. clearing the ground during the 
night preceding the attack and leading his regiment during the a. ·ault of 
Augu. t 13. Colonel Hale of the 1st Colorado Infantry i · w·ell qualified b~· 
ability. education and experience for the rank of brigadier o-eneral * '~ *. 

•Ile has maintained hi . regiment in a high :tate of efficiency and discipline 
and ha taken the lead in reconnai . sance. constructing trench and other 
militan· w·ork of preparing for the attack to which in a large mea:nre is due 
the re. ult of capturing 1\1anila with such slight lo s .. , 

On l.Iarch ~6. 1 99 at i.leYCaln-an he wa: "·ounded in the knee while en
deaYoring to a. certain the positio~ of the enemy and to locate and sight a 
cannon. At thi. time hi. aide was killed. Hale's wound. though painful. was 
not eriou. and after receiYing fir t aid. he continued in action . 

For Yalor during- the Philippine in. urrection General Hale "·a. a'rnrded 
a . iher star w·hicb '"a. accompanied by a citation '·for gallantr:- in action 
again t insurgent force near Calumpit Luzon. P. I.. ..lpril 25, l 99 .. , 

Ile was recommended to be :\Iajor General br brewt for, ''gallant and 
meritoriou. senices throughout the campaign again t Filipino in:urgents from 
Feb. 4 to July 5. 1 99. particularly for . kill, zeal and courage in conducting 
the operations of hi. brigade in the mowment. from :Malolos to Calnmpit. 
I . land of Luzon ~\.pril 23-21, 1 99.'' 

When the r. . Yolnnte<'r!> w·ere recalled in the Fall of 1 99, General Oti . 
recommended that General Hale he commi. ion ed Brigadier General in the new· 
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Volunteer Army that was to replace the State Yolunteers, but as hi health 
wa much impaired by the hard campaign he was not able to accept this honor. 

R'e wa honorably mustered out of the Army on October 1, 1 99 and re
turned to civil life. resuming his profe sion of Electrical Engineering. 

On December 12. 1 99 he organized the \eteran of Foreign War and he 
wa al o Yery active in other patriotic ocietie , being Pre ident of the Colo
rado Society of the ons of the American Revolution 1 99-1902. 

In 1906, at the centennial celebration in Colorado Spring , General Hale, 
repre enting the United State Army, officially christened Pike Peak. 

In recognition of his scientific work he received the degree of E.E. from 
the chool of 1ine and the honorary degree of LL.D. from the niver ity 
of Colorado. During the twel"rn years after his return to Den-ver. in addition 
to the exacting duties of his profe ion he was con tantly engaged in ening 
on civic committees, giYing lecture on cientific and patriotic ubject and 
otherwi e u ing his energy, unselfi hly for the communit;r. Thi o under
mined hi health that on September 2.9. 1911 he uffered a paralytic stroke 
from which he never recovered, pa sing away July 26, 1930. 


